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people want change badly enough, the Con-
gress will respond. They’ll go beyond partisan
politics. They’ll go beyond interest group pol-
itics. If they believe the American people
want it bad enough, they’ll respond.

Ms. Couric. Mr. President, thank you
again for your time. We really appreciate it.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 4:25 p.m. in the
Library at the White House. In his remarks, the
President referred to Charlton Heston, president,
National Rifle Association. This interview was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 30. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Refugees Fleeing Kosovo
April 29, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–22

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $20 million be made avail-
able from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and
Migration Assistance Fund to meet urgent
and unexpected needs relating to the pro-
gram under which the United States will pro-
vide refuge in the United States to refugees
fleeing the Kosovo crisis.

These funds may be used to meet the ur-
gent and unexpected needs of refugees, dis-
placed persons, victims of conflict, and other
persons at risk due to the Kosovo crisis.
These funds may be used, as appropriate, to
provide contributions to international and
nongovernmental organizations.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the use of funds
under this authority, and to arrange for the
publication of this determination in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 30.

Remarks Announcing Measure to
Address School Violence
April 30, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, in the last several
days, like most Americans, I have spent an
enormous amount of time following the
events in Colorado, talking to family and
friends and others. And I have some thoughts
on that that I want to share with you today.

Let me begin by saying we got some more
good news today on the economic front with
the word that our economy expanded by 4.5
percent in the first quarter of this year. This
news provides both more evidence that we
should stick with our economic strategy and
also is a worthwhile reminder that for all the
challenges we face at home and abroad we
are, indeed, a fortunate people. We are
strong enough to meet those challenges.

Over the past 10 days our whole Nation
has been united in grief with the people of
Littleton, Colorado. We have also been pro-
foundly moved by the courage, the common
sense, and the fundamental goodness of
Littleton students, teachers, parents, and
public servants as they have spoken to us of
the tragic events there. I have listened care-
fully to what they have said and to other
young people and parents who have been on
the townhall meetings and those whom I
have met personally.

We should recognize the simple truth that
there is no simple, single answer. We should
not be fighting about who takes the blame.
Instead, we should all be looking for ways
to take responsibility, and we should be doing
that together.

As we have united in grief, now we should
unite in action. If we ask the right question,
‘‘what can we do to give your children safe,
whole childhoods?’’ then there will be an-
swers for parents and children, for teachers,
communities, and for those who influence
the lives and the environment in which our
children live, including those of us in govern-
ment, religious leaders, the entertainment
and Internet communities, those who
produce explosives and weapons, and those
who use them lawfully.
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